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January 7, 2025
VIA ECF
The Honorable Sidney H. Stein
United States District Judge
United States District Court for the
Southern District of New York
500 Pearl Street
New York, NY 10007

Re: United States v. Nadine Menendez, (S4) 23-cr-490 (SHS)

Dear Judge Stein:

We represent Defendant Nadine Menendez. I am writing to Your Honor, and
attaching some additional material for the Court’s consideration, in order to move that the
Court reconsider our trial date of February 5, 2025. I write this letter reluctantly. I know that
Your Honor is addressing issues relating to a number of defendants at different procedural
stages of their prosecutions, and balancing a number of factors, including the
well-established rights of the government and the public to an expeditious resolution of
criminal cases. I am grateful to the Court for scheduling the upcoming proceedings so that
Robert Menendez and the codefendants with whom he went to trial will not be sentenced
during our client’s trial. However, our submission is that the current schedule -- pursuant to
which Mr. Menendez and his codefendants will be sentenced one week before we commence
voir dire -- likely will substantially exacerbate the difficulty of selecting an impartial jury, to
the point where doing so likely will not be possible. This is because the inevitably intense
publicity accompanying the sentencing of a former United States Senator would be so widely
disseminated, and so inflammatory to prospective jurors, so that selecting a jury for the trial
of his wife and alleged co-conspirator that would not be influenced by it likely would not be
possible.

In support of this view, I attach here a declaration from an experienced jury
consultant. Additionally, in further support of this request, I will submit, today, under seal,
another letter relating to our client’s medical condition. Based on both of these letters, our
request is that the Court adjourn Ms. Menendez’ trial for two to three months.
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I thank the Court for its consideration of this request. In addition, I thought I should
note that at the parties’ last status conference, which was a telephonic conference on
December 20, 2024, the Court discussed setting another pretrial conference prior to our trial
date. If the Court is still amenable to scheduling such a conference, I think it would be of
value to both parties. In particular, we are in the midst of an extensive series of email
exchanges and conferences with the government concerning its request for a large number of
stipulations. I can sense the government becoming concerned about how these conversations
are going, and I am concerned too, though for different reasons. I think, if the Court is
amenable to it, that there would be value in a colloquy with the Court, in advance of trial,
concerning these issues.

Respectfully submitted,

Barry Coburn
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