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STATEOF GEORGIA | INDICTMENTNO.225C183572

v || JUDGE PAIGEREESEWHITAKER
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SIATE'SMOTIONVORESTRICTEXTRAJUDICIALSTATEMENTS

‘Comesnow theStateofGeorgia andmovesthisHonorable Court oinstructthe defense to

efiainfrom makingfurtherextrajudicial statementssboutthiscase movingforward.
‘GeorgiaRuleofProfessional Conduct Rule3.6prohibitslawyersparticipatingin ligation

from makingextrajudicialstatementsa reasonablepersonwould“believe tobedisseminated by
meansofpubliccommunication ifthelawyerknowsorreasonablyshouldknow that itwillhave

a substantial likelihoodofmaterially prjudicing an adjudicative proceedinginthe matter”! A
relevantfactor “indetermincfing]prejudiceisthenatureoftheproceedinginvolved."With

‘Criminaljury tialsbeing the“mostsensitive toextrajudicialspeech." “Thecharacter,credibility,

reputation...of party”and“anyopinion astth guilt or innocenceofa defendant”aresubjects

deemed 0bemre likelytohaveamaterialprejudicial effectonacriminalproceeding.
Defense Counselhavemadenumerousextrajudicial statementsexplicitly sboutthscase

while juryisswomandscatedduringtheState'scaseinchief. DefendantWilliams’ Counsel

AttomeyBrianStecl® andKeithAdams’; Defendant Kendricks’ counsel AtiomeyDoug
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Weinstein’; and Defendant Stllwell’s counsel Atiomey Max Schardt’—have all made

extrajudicialstatements to themediaexplicitlydiscussingthiscaseinviolationofRule3.6. The

extrajudicialstatements have includedamong otherthings interviews andstatementstothe

AssociatedPress. Fourofthoseinterviewshavebeen25, 33,43,and 107minutesinlength.The

statements includeamongotherthingsthe attorneys’viewsandopinionsaboutthecaseitself,

‘opposingcounsel, the (nowformer) judge, the jury, theoutcome,andtheguilt orinnocenceof

specificdefendants.

PursuanttoO.C.G.A.§15-1-3(4) Courts havethepower “tocontrol,inthefurtheranceof

justice,theconductofitsofficersand allotherpersonsconnectedwith ajudicialproceedingbefore:

it,ineverymatterappertainingthereto ]”'*

TheStatethusmovesthisHonorableCourt to instructthedefense to refrainfrommaking

extrajudicialstatementsaboutthiscasemovingforward.

RespectfullySubmitted this23rdDayof July2024

Ls/AdvianeL.Love
‘AdrianeL.Love
ChiefDeputyDistrict Attomey
Fulton CountyDistrict Attorney'sOffice:
BarNo. 458998

136 PryorStreetSW
ThirdFloor
Atlanta,Georgia30303

(404) 612-4568
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF FULTON COUNTY 
 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
            
STATE OF GEORGIA,    ) 
       ) INDICTMENT NO. 22SC183572 
v.       )  
       )  
SHANNON STILLWELL,    ) JUDGE WHITAKER 

 Defendant.   ) 
 

 
 

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATIONS REGARDING CERTAIN HEARSAY 
STATEMENTS 

 
  

 COMES NOW, Mr. Shannon Stillwell, by and through undersigned counsel, hereby files 

this Motion for Reconsideration in the above styled case. In support of this Motion, Mr. Stillwell 

shows as follows:  

1. 

 Mr. Stillwell is accused of multiple felonies, including Count One, Conspiracy to Violate 

the Georgia RICO Law, and specific substantive felonies.  Mr. Stillwell is innocent of all of the 

charges against him.      

2. 

 Mr. Stillwell is charged with the January 10, 2015, alleged murder of Donovan Thomas in 

Count Two of this indictment.  Mr. Stillwell is innocent of that charge as well.  

3. 

 Kenneth Copeland, a witness called by the State, is currently on the witness stand.  Mr. 

Copeland has never claimed to have any first-hand knowledge regarding the death of Donovan 

Thomas.  Mr. Copeland did, however, meet with law enforcement several times in 2015.  On June 

10, 2015, in what was Copeland’s fifth meeting with law enforcement in 2015, Mr. Copeland told 
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6. Since the denial of bond, the State has offered and entered into plea

agreements with at least defendants Murphy, Amold, Stephens, Grier, Kitchens,Sledge,and

Lee, permitting them to return to the community. This offer was despite having previously

argued to this honorable Court that those defendants posed a threat to the community. The

Court having been convinced by the State’s arguments before, should no longer provide the

State with the benefit of the doubt. One must now question how much ofa threat the State

truly believes these defendants pose. Therefore, any arguments made by the State in

opposition to this Motion ring hollow;

7. This Court has granted bond to defendant Miles Farley following his

severance, from the present trial;

8. That Kendrick poses no significant risk of fleeing from the jurisdiction of

this Court or failing to appear in Court when required, and is not an extraordinary bail risk;

9. That Kendrick poses no significant threat or danger to any person, t0 the

community, or any property in the community and wil not jeopardize the safety of the

communityifadmitted to bail in this case;

10. That Kendrick poses no significant risk of committing any crime pending

rial;

Il. That Kendrick poses no risk of intimidating witnesses or otherwise

obstructing the administrationofjustice;

12. Kendrick assures this Court that, if admitted to bail, he will neither flee nor

gointo hiding but wil respond to each and all orders ofthis Court as directed.

13. “Reasonable bond", by definition, is one which is adequate to assure that the

principal accused will return to face the judgment of the Court, but at the same time one



Prosecutors 
restrict defense public statements 
exclude ‘victim character evidence’ about Donovan 
Thomas 

Max Schardt / Shannon Stillwell 
reconsider Glanville’s ruling regarding admissiblity 
of Garlington hearsay 
fair and constitutional trial (no mistrial unless 
double jeopardy attaches)  

Doug Weinstein / Deamonte Kendrick  
mistrial 
bail 

Brian Steel / Jeffery “Young Thug” Williams 
reconsider Judge Krause ruling on ex parte 
strike all of Woody’s testimony 
disqualify DAs Love and Hylton 
bail 
mistrial 

Careton Matthews / Marquavius Huey 
bail 

Bruce Harvey / Quamarvious Nichols 
severance 
mistrial 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14. If Kendrick were to be granted a reasonable bond, and through a surety

authorized by the State of Georgia, he could retum to his employment, and aid counsel in

preparing his defense to the charges in this case.

15. A Rule Nisi is attached heretofortheconvenience ofthe Court.

WHEREFORE, Kendrick prays that the Court set a reasonable surety bond pending

the dispositionofthis case.

Respectfully submitted,

sfDouglasS. Weinstein
E. Jay Abt, Esq.
GA Bar No. 001466
Douglas S. Weinstein
GA Bar No. 746498
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STATE OF GEORGIA

STATE OF GEORGIA | INDICTMENT NO. 225C183572

v. | JUDGE PAIGE REESE WHITAKER

JEFFERY WILLIAMS, etal. | STATE'S MOTION TO EXCLUDE
VICTIM CHARACTER EVIDENCE

STATE'SMOTIONTOEXCLUDEVICTIMCHARACTEREVIDENCE
IL INTRODUCTION

“The Statebeliesthe Defendantsin the sbove-styledcase may attempt o improperly

placethe characterofthedeceasedvictim, Mr. DonovanThomas,Jr.,inissueat thetrialof

this case. Forthereasons stated below, the State moves this Court to probibit any atempt

by Defendants to elicit and introduce impropercharacterevidence a prohibited by

O.C.GA. § 24-4-404 and 24-4405,


