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IN THE UNITED STATE DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA
ROME DIVISION

Melanie Hogan Sluder and

Ricky Shawn Curtis, Individually
and as Independent Administrators
of the Estate of Alexis Marie Sluder,
Deceased,

Plaintiffs, Case No.

V.

Rebecka Phillips, Maveis Brooks,
Russell Ballard, David McKinney,
Monica Headrick, Sharon Ellis,

Gilmer County (a municipal corporation),

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Defendants.

COMPLAINT AT LAW

For their Complaint at Law, Plaintiffs Melanie Hogan Sluder and
Ricky Shawn Curtis, in their personal capacity and as administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Marie Sluder, by and through their attorneys, Romanucci

and Blandin, LL.C, and The Boone Firm, P.C., state as follows:
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INTRODUCTION

In the late hours of August 26, 2022, five Defendant correctional
employees and one sheriff's department sergeant learned that sixteen-
year-old Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances and chose to
place Alexis at the Elbert Shaw Regional Youth Detention Center
instead of transferring her to a medical facility or calling 9-1-1.

Shortly after entering the facility, Alexis experienced a painful
overdose lasting over four hours, during which she convulsed, writhed
in pain, breathed heavily, sweated profusely, and cried to the camera
surveilling her, “Someone please help me. I took something.”
Defendants were aware that Alexis was in pain and suffering a medical
emergency but chose not to transport her to a medical facility, call an
emergency medical service like 9-1-1, nor take any other reasonable
measures to provide her access to necessary medical services.
Defendants Phillips, Brooks, and Ballard physically watched Alexis
Sluder convulse, writhe in pain, sweat profusely, breathe heavily, and
cry for over four hours, but chose not to transport her to a medical
facility, call an emergency medical service like 9-1-1, nor take any other
reasonable measures to provide her access to necessary medical

services.
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Defendants McKinney and Headrick were also made aware that Alexis
Sluder had ingested dangerous substances and was suffering a medical
emergency multiple times over the course of several hours but chose
not to transport her to a medical facility, call an emergency medical
service like 9-1-1, nor take any other reasonable measures to provide
her access to necessary medical services.

Defendant Ellis, a Gilmer County sergeant, was made aware that
Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous substances and was experiencing
a medical emergency but refused to transport her when requested.
Gilmer County had an unconstitutional policy of precluding officers
from transporting individuals from the RYDC even when such
transport was necessary for the safety of the individual.

No one responded to Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency until after she
had already fallen unconscious.

Efforts to resuscitate Alexis Sluder failed, and she was pronounced
dead on August 27, 2022, less than a month before her seventeenth
birthday.

At all times relevant, Alexis Sluder was confined in correctional
custody where she could not take measures of her own to procure

medical treatment, and thus was at the mercy of Defendants’ judgment.
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At all times relevant, Defendants had a duty to take reasonable
measures to ensure the safety of Alexis Sluder.

At all times relevant, Defendants knew that, without close monitoring
and immediate medical treatment, the dangerous substances that
Alexis Sluder had ingested posed a substantial risk of serious harm.
Defendants knew that Alexis was suffering serious physical symptoms
indicative of a medical emergency and that he condition posed a
substantial risk of serious harm if she did not receive immediate
medical treatment.

Defendants disregarded that risk by failing to take reasonable
measures such as transferring her to a medical facility, calling 9-1-1 or
another means of emergency medical treatment or transportation, or

monitoring her closely while she was in the facility.

JURISDICTION

This Court has jurisdiction over federal questions pursuant to 28
U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1343, and 42 U.S.C. §§ 1983, 1988.

Venue is proper in the Northern District of Georgia under 28 U.S.C.
§1391(b) because all activities, incidents, events, and occurrences
giving rise to this cause action occurred in County of Whitfield, City of

Dalton, State of Georgia.
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Upon information and belief, Rebecka Phillips resides in County of
Murray, City of Chatsworth, State of Georgia.

Upon information and belief, Maveis Brooks resides in County of
Gordon, City of Calhoun, State of Georgia.

Upon information and belief, Russell Ballard resides in County of
Murray, City of Chatsworth, State of Georgia.

Upon information and belief, David McKinney resides in County of
Floyd, City of Rome, State of Georgia.

Upon information and belief, Monica Headrick resides in County of
Catoosa, City of Ringgold, State of Georgia.

Upon information and belief, Sharon Ellis resides in County of Gilmer,

State of Georgia.

PARTIES
At all times relevant, Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks was an
employee and agent of the State of Georgia and acted within the scope
of her employment. She is sued in her individual capacity.
At all times relevant, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips was an
employee and agent of the State of Georgia and acted within the scope

of her employment. She is sued in her individual capacity.
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At all times relevant, Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick was an
employee and agent of both Augusta College and the State of Georgia.
She acted within the scope of her employment. She is sued in her
individual capacity.

At all times relevant, Defendant David McKinney was an employee and
agent of the State of Georgia and acted within the scope of his
employment. He was the Facility Director of the Elbert Shaw Regional
Youth Detention Center (“the RYDC”). He is sued in his individual
capacity.

At all times relevant, Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard was an
employee and agent of the State of Georgia and acted within the scope
of his employment. He is sued in his individual capacity.

At all times relevant, Defendant Sergeant Sharon Ellis was an
employee and agent of Gilmer County. She is sued in her individual
capacity.

At all times relevant, the State of Georgia contracted with Augusta
University to delegate to Augusta College all or part of the State of
Georgia’s responsibility to provide medical and mental health services
to juvenile detainees at the Elbert Shaw Regional Detention Center

(“the RYDC”).
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At all times relevant, Augusta University was a public university and
medical center owned, managed, administered, governed, and funded
by the State of Georgia.

At all times relevant, the Department of Juvenile Justice was an
agency created, operated, managed, supervised, controlled, and
administered by the State of Georgia.

The Department of Juvenile Justice is the exclusive state agency for
developing and administering a comprehensive state plan and program
for child welfare and youth services.

At all times relevant, the Elbert Shaw Regional Youth Detention
Center (“the RYDC”) was operated, managed, supervised, controlled,
and administered by the State of Georgia.

At all times relevant, Gilmer County was a municipal corporation in

the State of Georgia.

FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS

On August 26, 2022, Alexis Sluder was arrested by the Deputy Kevin
Potts of the Union County Sheriff’'s Office at 2257 Highway 515 W,

Blairsville, Georgia for “Possession of Methamphetamine,” “Possession

of Drug Related Objects,” and “Theft by Shoplifting.”
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Alexis Sluder received a ticket for Possession of Methamphetamine
before being booked in any correctional facility.

During the initial arrest, Deputy Potts handcuffed Alexis Sluder,
placed her in the back of a police vehicle, transported her to the Union
County Jail, and placed her in a holding cell.

Gilmer County Sheriff’s Office Sergeant Sharon Ellis arrived at the
Union County Jail to transport Alexis Sluder to the Elbert Shaw
Regional Youth Detention Center (“the RYDC”).

During the transport from the Union County Jail to the RYDC, Alexis
Sluder sat in an unusual position, crouched over with her knees up to
her ears.

During the transport, Sergeant Sharon Ellis noticed a white substance
on the seat of the vehicle where Alexis Sluder had been sitting.

The white substance was tested after Alexis was booked and
determined to be methamphetamine.

On August 26, 2022, at approximately 9 p.m., Alexis Sluder was booked
into the Elbert Shaw Regional Youth Detention Center (“the RYDC”).
Upon transporting Alexis Sluder to the RYDC, Sergeant Sharon Ellis

informed Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks and other RYDC
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employees that she had found methamphetamine on Alexis Sluder’s
person.
Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis
Brooks, Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard, Defendant Director David
McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick, and other RYDC
employees knew she had been arrested for possession of controlled
substances and drug related objects.
At approximately 9. p.m. on August 26, 2022, Alexis Sluder was
evaluated by Gilmer County Sergeant Sharon Ellis, Badge No. 535.
Sergeant Sharon Ellis documented her evaluation on a Delivering
Officer/Worker Courtesy Form (herein referred to as “Delivering Officer
Form?”).
The Delivering Officer Form was reviewed by Amanda Stewart Smith.
Upon information and belief, Amanda Stewart Smith was at all
relevant times an employee of the State of Georgia’s Juvenile Justice
Department.
On the Delivering Officer Form, Gilmer County Sergeant Sharon Ellis
noted the following:

a. Alexis Sluder did not appear intoxicated or otherwise impaired.

b. Alexis Sluder did not appear to be injured.
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c. Alexis Sluder did not act in a violent or self-destructive way.

d. Alexis Sluder did not seem depressed or scared about being
detained.

e. Alexis Sluder did not act strangely.

f. Sergeant Sharon Ellis did not have any reason to think Alexis
Sluder would harm herself.

g. Alexis Sluder “refused to follow instructions in the vehicle. Spit

on floorboard, again.”

50. Sergeant Ellis failed to note that methamphetamine or any other

51.

52.

53.

foreign substance was found on Alexis Sluder’s person.

The Delivering Officer Form instructed RYDC Intake Staff of the
following: “If the child seems intoxicated, under the influence of drugs,
severely injured, or any indication of Self Harm possibility you must

immediately contact ON SITE Mental Health or Medical. If they are

not onsite you must contact the Director, Assistant Director on site, or
the ADO if no one listed is at the facility at the time of entrance.”

At approximately 9:07 p.m. on August 26, 2022, Alexis Sluder
underwent a Medical Screening.

The documentation of Alexis Sluder’s medical screening reflected the

following:

10
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a. Alexis Sluder had “medical problems,” had previously been

hospitalized, and was taking medication.

b. Alexis Sluder had recently been sexually abused.

c. Alexis Sluder had “depression bipolar anxiety schizophrenia” and

took “abilphy Lexapro and one unknown.”

d. Alexis Sluder had no medications on her person during booking.
At approximately 9:13 p.m. on August 26, 2022, Alexis Sluder
underwent a Mental Health Screening.

The Mental Health Screening was conducted by Amanda Stewart
Smith and Xan Overman.

The documentation of Alexis Sluder’s Mental Health Screening
reflected the following information:

a. Alexis Sluder was not charged with a serious offense.

b. When asked why she was at the RYDC, Alexis Sluder responded

“because I ran away.”

c. When asked if she has felt like hurting or killing herself in the

past month, Alexis Sluder answered “Yes.”

d. When asked if she had ever done anything on purpose to hurt

herself, Alexis Sluder answered “Yes.”

11
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e. When asked if she was thinking about harming or killing herself
at the time of the screening, Alexis Sluder answered “Yes.”

f. When asked if she had been in counseling for emotional,
psychological, or behavioral problems in the past year, Alexis
Sluder answered “Yes.”

g. When asked if she had been prescribed medication for emotional,
psychological, behavioral, or attention problems in the last year,
Alexis Sluder answered “Yes.”

h. When asked if she had been prescribed medication for emotional,
psychological, behavioral, or attention problems in the last thirty
days, Alexis Sluder answered “Yes.”

1. When asked if she had ever been in a treatment facility for
emotional, psychological, or behavioral problems, Alexis Sluder
answered “Yes” and explained that she had been to a facility in
April, May, June, and July of 2021, and another facility three
weeks prior.

j. When asked if anyone had ever touched her private sexual body
parts in a way that she didn’t want them to, Alexis Sluder
answered “Yes,” and explained that she had been sexually abused

four days prior.

12
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k. When asked if she had ever seen things that other people can’t
see, Alexis Sluder answered “Yes” and explained that she
sometimes sees shadow people that are not there.

1. When asked if she had ever heard voices or other noises that
people cannot hear, Alexis Sluder answered “Yes.”

m. When asked if she abused alcohol or drugs within the last year,
Alexis Sluder answered “Yes” and explained that she had taken
“meth & various pills today marijuana 1 week ago cocaine 1
month ago liquor beer 1 to 2 weeks ago.”

n. When asked if she had ever overdosed on drugs or alcohol, Alexis
Sluder answered “Yes” and explained that she had been
hospitalized in July 2022.

During her Mental Health Screening, Alexis Sluder’s answers
warranted four “Warning” notations and four “Caution” notations.

The questions pertaining to Alexis Sluder’s drug and alcohol use were
explicitly excluded from the “Warning” and “Caution” totals.

During her Mental Health Screening, Alexis Sluder told Amanda
Stewart Smith and Xan Overman that she had taken the meth she had

on her that evening prior to her arrest as the police were walking

13



60.

61.

62.

63.

Case 4:24-cv-00181-WMR Document 1 Filed 07/23/24 Page 14 of 65

towards the vehicle, which Smith and Overman noted on the Screening
documentation.

Alexis Sluder advised Amanda Stewart Smith that “she had ate the
meth she had on her when the cops came and she realized she might be
going to jail” and that “she had taken other unknown items earlier in
the day as she felt suicidal over the last 3 weeks and currently feels
this way.”

Amanda Stewart Smith notified via email Michelle S. Kittle, Monica
Headrick, Xan Overman, David McKinney, Kristen Nix, Lieutenant
Charles Barbee Jr., Sergeant Maveis Brooks, and Christoper Ackerman
that Alexis Sluder had taken meth during her arrest, had taken other
substances, and was suicidal.

Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken meth during her arrest,
had taken other substances, and was suicidal, a conversation occurred
amongst several RYDC employees, including Defendant Officer
Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant
Officer Russell Ballard, Defendant Director David McKinney, and
Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick.

During their conversation, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips,

Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard,

14
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Defendant Director David McKinney, and Defendant Nurse Monica
Headrick discussed Alexis Sluder’s symptoms, medical risks, and
options regarding her treatment and placement.

After their conversation regarding Alexis Sluder’s medical risks and
options regarding her treatment and placement, Defendant Officer
Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant
Officer Russell Ballard, Defendant Director David McKinney, and
Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick determined that Alexis Sluder
should be taken to the hospital.

Defendant Sergeant Sharon Ellis was asked to transport Alexis Sluder
to the hospital.

Defendant Sergeant Sharon Ellis declined to transport Alexis Sluder to
the hospital.

Defendant Sergeant Sharon Ellis told RYDC staff that she was not
permitted to transport Alexis Sluder to the hospital because she had
already released Alexis Sluder into the custody of the State of Georgia,
so she no longer had jurisdiction to transport Alexis Sluder.

The State of Georgia, the Department of Juvenile Justice, and the

RYDC retain vehicles and staff capable of transporting juveniles

15
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between facilities and to other locations, such as court or medical
facilities.

The State of Georgia, the Department of Juvenile Justice, and the
RYDC employees have access to phone lines that would have permitted
them to call 9-1-1 or another emergency medical transportation service.
Despite their recognition that Alexis Sluder should be transported to a
hospital, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant
Maveis Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard, Defendant Director
David McKinney, and Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick elected not to
transport Alexis to a medical facility or to call 911, an ambulance, or
emergency medical services.

Alexis Sluder was placed in the G-100 Hall on Level III observation
“due to the statements made in intake process.”

According to the policies of the State of Georgia, the Department of
Juvenile Justice, and the RYDC, juveniles placed in G-100 Hall on
Level III observation are required to be monitored constantly by facility
staff.

Alexis Sluder was placed in a room that was equipped with a video
camera that was intended to facilitate RYDC officials’ ability to

constantly monitor her.
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Alexis Sluder was placed in a room with constant video monitoring due
to the medical and mental health concerns indicated during her
Medical Screening and Mental Health Screening, including her intake
of dangerous substances.

Defendant Ballard was stationed in the nearby control room.

From the control room, Defendant Ballard had access to the live video
feed being broadcasted from G-100 Hall.

Throughout the evening that Alexis Sluder was in custody, Defendant
Ballard watched the live video feed of Alexis Sluder.

Throughout the evening that Alexis Sluder was in custody, Defendant
Rebecka Phillips and Defendant Maveis Brooks were stationed in the
same room as Alexis.

It was the responsibility of Defendant Rebecka Phillips and Defendant
Maveis Brooks to maintain constant, in-person supervision of Alexis
Sluder while she was in G-100 Hall on Level III monitoring.

After being placed in her cell, Alexis began to suffer a medical
emergency due to the drugs that she had ingested earlier that day.
During her medical emergency, Alexis Sluder convulsed.

During her medical emergency, Alexis Sluder writhed in pain.

17
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During her medical emergency, Alexis Sluder thrashed about the room
in an extremely unnatural way.

During her medical emergency, Alexis Sluder sweated profusely.
During her medical emergency, Alexis Sluder breathed extremely
heavily.

During her medical emergency, Alexis Sluder cried.

Alexis Sluder’s overdose symptoms lasted over four hours.

Alexis Sluder’s symptoms made it apparent that she was in pain and
needed medical services.

Defendant Rebecka Phillips was consistently present in G-100 Hall
with Alexis Sluder for the entire medical emergency.

Defendant Maveis Brooks was intermittently present in G-100 Hall
with Alexis Sluder during the medical emergency.

Defendant Russell Ballard watched the medical emergency on the video
feed from the control room.

For the last two hours of the medical emergency, Alexis Sluder lay on
the ground nearly motionless.

At one point during her medical emergency, as she lay on the ground,

Alexis Sluder reached out and grasped towards Defendant Rebecka

Phillips’ ankle.
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As Alexis Sluder lay on the ground and reached towards Defendant
Rebecka Phillips’ ankle, Defendant Rebecka Phillips stood over her,
watched, and did nothing to help her.

At one point during her medical emergency, Alexis Sluder turned to the
camera and said audibly “Someone please help me. I took something.”
Defendant Rebecka Phillips and Defendant Maveis Brooks were in
earshot of Alexis Sluder when she said “Someone please help me. I took
something.”

Defendant Rebecka Phillips and Defendant Maveis Brooks knew Alexis
Sluder was suffering a medical emergency, as evidenced by the fact
that they called Defendant Director David McKinney and Defendant
Nurse Monica Headrick several times to discuss her symptoms and
potential course of action.

During the more than four hours of Alexis Sluder’s overdose, Defendant
Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks,
Defendant Officer Russell Ballard, Defendant Director David
McKinney, and Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick engaged in several
conversations regarding Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency.

Over multiple phone calls, Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks and

Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips explained to Defendant Director

19
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David McKinney and Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick what kinds of
symptoms Alexis Sluder was suffering.

100. During their conversations, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips,
Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard,
Defendant Director David McKinney, and Defendant Nurse Monica
Headrick discussed that they did not have enough officers on staff to
transport Alexis Sluder to a hospital without violating a policy set forth
by the State of Georgia, the Department of Justice, and the RYDC.

101. During the medical emergency, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips,
Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard,
Defendant Director David McKinney, and Defendant Nurse Monica
Headrick asked Sergeant Sharon Ellis to transport Alexis Sluder to a
hospital or other emergency medical facility.

102. Defendant Sergeant Sharon Ellis refused to transport Alexis Sluder
even after she learned about her medical emergency.

103. There 1s no policy set forth by the State of Georgia, the Department of
Justice, and the Dalton RYDC preventing State employees from calling
9-1-1 or another emergency medical services to transport juveniles to
the hospital in a medical emergency.

104. Alexis Sluder was not suspected of a violent crime.

20
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105. Alexis Sluder was not arrested for a violent crime.

106. There was no legitimate penological interest in keeping Alexis Sluder
from going to the hospital.

107. Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis
Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard, Defendant Director David
McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick, and Defendant Sharon
Ellis were all responsible for Alexis Sluder’s safety on August 26, 2022,
and August 27, 2022.

108. There were several ways that the Defendants could have given Alexis
Sluder access to medical care.

109. Defendant Rebecka Phillips could have transported her to a hospital or
other emergency medical facility.

110. Defendant Maveis Brooks could have transported her to a hospital or
other emergency medical facility.

111. Defendant Russell Ballard could have transported her to a hospital or
other emergency medical facility.

112. Defendant David McKinney could have transported her to a hospital or
other emergency medical facility.

113. Defendant Monica Headrick could have transported her to a hospital or

other emergency medical facility.
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114. Defendant Sharon Ellis could have transported her to a hospital or
other emergency medical facility.

115. Defendant Rebecka K. Phillips could have requested another State
employee to transport her to the hospital.

116. Defendant Maveis Brooks could have requested another State employee
to transport her to the hospital.

117. Defendant Russell Ballard could have requested another State
employee to transport her to the hospital.

118.Defendant David McKinney could have requested another State
employee to transport her to the hospital.

119. Defendant Monica Headrick could have requested another State
employee to transport her to the hospital.

120. Defendant Sharon Ellis could have requested another Gilmer County
employee to transport her to the hospital.

121. Defendant Rebecka Phillips could have called 9-1-1 or another
emergency medical service.

122. Defendant Maveis Brooks could have called 9-1-1 or another emergency
medical service.

123. Defendant Russell Ballard could have called 9-1-1 or another

emergency medical service.
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124. Defendant David McKinney could have called 9-1-1 or another
emergency medical service.

125. Defendant Monica Headrick could have called 9-1-1 or another
emergency medical service.

126. Defendant Sharon Ellis could have called 9-1-1 or another emergency
medical service.

127.Instead, having come to an agreement that they would not transport
Alexis Sluder themselves due to policy, Defendant Officer Rebecka
Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell
Ballard, Defendant Director David McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica
Headrick, and Defendant Sharon Ellis allowed Alexis Sluder to suffer a
medical emergency in extreme pain without any medical attention or
transport to a medical facility for over four hours.

128. Finally, at approximately 3:12 a.m. on August 27, 2022, Defendant
Officer Rebecka Phillips advised over the radio that Alexis Sluder “was
not breathing properly.”

129. Upon hearing Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips’ advisement over the
radio, Sergeant Maveis Brooks left the intake section of the Dalton

RYDC and headed towards G-100 Hall.
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130. Upon arriving at G-100, Sergeant Maveis Brooks assessed Alexis
Sluder and eventually advised Defendant Control Room Operator
Cadet Russell Ballard to call 9-1-1.

131.Soon after Sergeant Maveis Brooks advised Defendant Cadet Ballard to
call 9-1-1, Alexis Sluder stopped breathing.

132. Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard called 9-1-1 and advised of a medical
emergency at the RYDC.

133.Defendant Sergeant Maveis Broks performed CPR.

134. Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips retrieved the AED out of a nearby
closet.

135. Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips began CPR compressions as
Sergeant Maveis Brooks set up the AED.

136. Sergeant Maveis Brooks applied the AED.

137. Alexis Sluder was pronounced dead at 4:26 a.m. on August 27, 2022.

138. Alexis Sluder’s immediate cause of death was found to be
Methamphetamine Toxicity.

139. The Georgia Bureau of Investigation’s autopsy found that the cause of
Alexis’s death was drug toxicity due to 17 milligrams per liter of

methamphetamine and .51 milligrams per liter of amphetamine.
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As a result of the events involving Alexis Sluder on August 26 and 27,
2022, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis
Brooks, Cadet Officer Russell Ballard, and Defendant Director David
McKinney were terminated from their employment at the RYDC.

At all times relevant, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant
Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard, Defendant
Director David McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick, and
Defendant Sharon Ellis were aware that Alexis Sluder entered RYDC
with medical risks that required heightened observation, including that
she had taken all of the drugs on her prior to being admitted into the
RYDC.

At all times relevant, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant
Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard, Defendant
Director David McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick, and
Defendant Sharon Ellis aware that Alexis Sluder entered the RYDC
with several mental health risks that required constant observation,
including recent suicide attempt and ideation, recent drug abuse, and a

history of mental illness.

143. At all times relevant, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant

Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard, Defendant
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Director David McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick, and
Defendant Sharon Ellis were aware that Alexis Sluder was placed on
Level III observation, which was a heightened level of observation, that
required constant monitoring of Alexis Sluder’s health, safety, and
well-being due to her medical and mental health risks.

144. Despite their knowledge of Alexis Sluder’s need for heightened
observation, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant
Maveis Brooks, and Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard did not
continuously monitor Alexis Sluder’s health, safety, and well-being.

145. Despite their knowledge of Alexis Sluder’s need for heightened
observation and medical risks, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips,
Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard,
Defendant Director David McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica
Headrick, and Defendant Sharon Ellis did not respond reasonably to
Alexis Sluder when she became visibly distressed.

146. Despite their knowledge of Alexis Sluder’s need for heightened
observation and medical risks, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips,
Defendant Sergeant Maveis Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard,

Defendant Director David McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica
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Headrick, and Defendant Sharon Ellis did not respond reasonably to
Alexis Sluder when she stated her need for help.

147. Despite their knowledge that Alexis Sluder had taken drugs before
entering the RYDC and of Alexis Sluder’s need for heightened
observation, Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant
Maveis Brooks, and Defendant Cadet Russell Ballard did not respond
reasonably to Alexis Sluder when she informed them through the
camera that she needed help because she had taken something.

148. Defendant Officer Rebecka Phillips, Defendant Sergeant Maveis
Brooks, Defendant Officer Russell Ballard, Defendant Director David
McKinney, Defendant Nurse Monica Headrick, and Defendant Sharon
Ellis became aware that Alexis Sluder was suffering from a medical
emergency but did not respond until after she had been rendered
unconscious.

149. Brooks, Phillips, and Ballard were indicted by a grand jury in the
Superior Court of Whitfield County for Cruelty to Children in the First
Degree for “malicious caus[ing] Alexis Marie Sluder, a child under the
age of eighteen (18) years, cruel and excessive physical pain by

depriving said child of the necessary medical care she needed while in
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the lawful custody of said defendants and by not contacting emergency
medical authorities in a timely manner.”

150. Brooks, Phillips, Ballard, McKinney, and Headrick were indicted by a
grand jury in the Superior Court of Whitfield County for Cruelty to
Children in the Second Degree for “with criminal negligence, caus[ing]
Alexis Marie Sluder, a child under the age of eighteen (18) years, cruel
and excessive physical pain by depriving said child of the necessary
medical care she needed while in the lawful custody of said defendants
by not contacting emergency medical authorities in a timely manner.”

151. Alexis Sluder was sixteen at the time of her death.

152. Alexis Sluder’s parents, Plaintiffs Melanie Hogan Sluder and Ricky
Shawn Curtis have experienced immense pain and suffering as a result
of the untimely death of their only daughter.

153. As a result of the Defendants’ actions, Alexis Sluder experienced pain
and suffering, including but not limited to a very long and painful
death in which she convulsed, overheated, breathed heavily, writhed in
pain, and begged for help.

154. Before her death, Alexis Sluder enjoyed playing softball.

155. Before her death, Alexis Sluder participated in beauty pageants, where

she won an award for “Prettiest Smile.”
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156. Before her death, Alexis Sluder was a student at Gilmer High School in
Eljjay, Georgia.

157. Before her death, Alexis Sluder was expected to graduate from Gilmer
High School on or about May 24, 2024.

158.0n or about May 24, 2024, Gilmer High School held a graduation
ceremony, during which a seat was reserved for Alexis Sluder and

Gilmer High School posthumously graduated her.

42 U.S.C. Section 1983—Fourteenth Amendment
Plaintiffs v. Rebecka Phillips

159. Plaintiff incorporates Paragraphs 1-162 as if stated in the section
herein.

160. At all relevant times, including when she was booked into the RYDC
and when she began to overdose, Alexis Sluder had an objectively
serious medical need.

161. At all relevant times, Officer Rebecka Phillips knew that Alexis Sluder
had taken dangerous substances.

162. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Officer Rebecka Phillips knew that Alexis Sluder required medical

treatment.
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163. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Officer Rebecka Phillips knew that Alexis Sluder required heightened
levels of monitoring.

164. Officer Rebecka Phillips also knew that Alexis Sluder required
heightened levels of monitoring due to her mental health risks, which
included diagnoses of serious mental illnesses and recent suicide
attempts.

165. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Officer Rebecka Phillips knew that Alexis Sluder had an objectively
serious medical need.

166. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Officer Rebecka Phillips knew that Alexis Sluder was at risk of serious
harm if not appropriately monitored.

167.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Officer Rebecka Phillips knew that Alexis Sluder needed to be
transported to a medical facility.

168. At all relevant times, Officer Rebecka Phillips remained in the room
where Alexis Sluder experienced her medical emergency and the

symptoms thereof.
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169. At all relevant times, Officer Rebecka Phillips was monitoring or
should have been monitoring Alexis’s health, safety, and well-being.

170. Officer Rebecka Phillips became aware that Alexis Sluder was
undergoing a medical emergency while Alexis Sluder was overdosing
and began to exhibit physical symptoms thereof, including writhing on
the ground, sweating profusely, breathing heavily, and crying out for
help.

171.Despite her knowledge that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency, Officer Rebecka Phillips did nothing to help her.

172. Officer Rebecka Phillips acted objectively unreasonably and with
deliberate indifference towards the safety of Alexis Sluder in the
following ways:

a. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she had taken dangerous substances;

b. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous
substances;

c. Failing to place Alexis Sluder on any withdrawal protocol upon

learning that she had ingested dangerous substances;
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d. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she had
taken dangerous substances;

e. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a drug overdose;

f.  Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a medical emergency;

g. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a medical emergency;

h. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a drug overdose;

1.  Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a medical emergency;

j.  Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency;

k. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a drug overdose;

1. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug

overdose;
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m. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was in extreme pain;

n. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was in extreme pain;

o. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a medical emergency;

p. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a drug overdose;

q. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her in extreme pain;

r. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a medical
emergency;

s. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a drug
overdose;

t.  Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder in extreme pain;

u. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to provide Alexis

Sluder access to necessary medical care;
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v. Failing to take any other reasonable measure upon learning that
Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous substances;
w. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed medical treatment;
x. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed heightened monitoring;
y. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug overdose;
z. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical emergency;
aa. Failing to respond to Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency in a
timely manner; and
bb. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to ensure Alexis
Sluder’s safety.
173.As a direct and proximate result of Officer Rebecka Phillips’ objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder did not
receive necessary medical attention.
174. As a direct and proximate result of Officer Rebecka Phillips’ objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder

suffered a long, painful, drug overdose.
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175. As a direct and proximate result of Officer Rebecka Phillips’ objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder passed

away.

Wherefore, Plaintiffs, personally and as individual administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Sluder, seek to recover lost support and services, medical
expenses, mental pain and suffering, loss of normal life, attorneys’ fees,

punitive damages, and any other appropriate compensatory damages.

42 U.S.C. Section 1983—Fourteenth Amendment
Plaintiffs v. Maveis Brooks

176. Plaintiff incorporates Paragraphs 1-162 as if stated in the section
herein.

177. At all relevant times, including when she was booked into the RYDC
and when she began to overdose, Alexis Sluder had an objectively
serious medical need.

178. At all relevant times, Sergeant Maveis Brooks knew that Alexis Sluder
had taken dangerous substances.

179.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Maveis Brooks knew that Alexis Sluder required medical

treatment.
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180. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Maveis Brooks knew that Alexis Sluder required heightened
levels of monitoring.

181. Sergeant Maveis Brooks also knew that Alexis Sluder required
heightened levels of monitoring due to her mental health risks, which
included diagnoses of serious mental illnesses and recent suicide
attempts.

182. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Maveis Brooks knew that Alexis Sluder had an objectively
serious medical need.

183.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Maveis Brooks knew that Alexis Sluder was at risk of serious
harm if not appropriately monitored.

184.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Maveis Brooks knew that Alexis Sluder needed to be
transported to a medical facility.

185. Throughout Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency, Sergeant Maveis
Brooks was present in the room where Alexis Sluder experienced her

medical emergency and the symptoms thereof.
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186. Throughout Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency, Sergeant Maveis
Brooks was monitoring or should have been monitoring Alexis’s health,
safety, and well-being.

187.Sergeant Maveis Brooks became aware that Alexis Sluder was
undergoing a medical emergency while Alexis Sluder was overdosing
and began to exhibit physical symptoms thereof, including writhing on
the ground, sweating profusely, breathing heavily, and crying out for
help.

188. Sergeant Maveis Brooks became aware that Alexis Sluder was
undergoing a medical emergency while Alexis Sluder was overdosing.

189. Despite her knowledge that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency, Sergeant Maveis Brooks did nothing to help her.

190. Sergeant Maveis Brooks acted objectively unreasonably and with
deliberate indifference towards the safety of Alexis Sluder in the
following ways:

a. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she had taken dangerous substances;

b. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous

substances;
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c. Failing to place Alexis Sluder on any withdrawal protocol upon
learning that she had ingested dangerous substances;

d. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she had
taken dangerous substances;

e. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a drug overdose;

f.  Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a medical emergency;

g. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a medical emergency;

h. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a drug overdose;

1.  Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a medical emergency;

j.  Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency;

k. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon

learning that she was undergoing a drug overdose;
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1. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug
overdose;

m. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was in extreme pain;

n. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was in extreme pain;

o. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a medical emergencys;

p. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a drug overdose;

q. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her in extreme pain;

r. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a medical
emergency;

s. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a drug

overdose;
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aa.

bb.

Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder in extreme pain;

Failing to take any other reasonable measures to provide Alexis
Sluder access to necessary medical care;

Failing to take any other reasonable measure upon learning that
Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous substances;

Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed medical treatment;

Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed heightened monitoring;

Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug overdose;

Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical emergency;

Failing to respond to Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency in a
timely manner; and

Failing to take any other reasonable measures to ensure Alexis

Sluder’s safety.
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191. As a direct and proximate result of Sergeant Maveis Brooks’ objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder did not
receive necessary medical attention.

192. As a direct and proximate result of Maveis Brooks’ objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder
suffered a long, painful, drug overdose.

193. As a direct and proximate result of Maveis Brooks’ objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder passed

away.

Wherefore, Plaintiffs, personally and as individual administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Sluder, seek to recover lost support and services, medical
expenses, mental pain and suffering, loss of normal life, attorneys’ fees,

punitive damages, and any other appropriate compensatory damages.

42 U.S.C. Section 1983—Fourteenth Amendment
Plaintiffs v. Russell Ballard

194. Plaintiff incorporates Paragraphs 1-162 as if independently stated in
the section herein.

195. At all relevant times, including when she was booked into the RYDC
and when she began to overdose, Alexis Sluder had an objectively

serious medical need.
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196. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Russell Ballard knew that Alexis Sluder required heightened levels of
monitoring.

197.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had been placed on Level III
monitoring, Russell Ballard knew that Alexis Sluder required
heightened levels of monitoring.

198. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Russell Ballard knew that Alexis Sluder had an objectively serious
medical need.

199. At all relevant times, Russell Ballard had access to a live feed
broadcasting from the video camera in Alexis Sluder’s cell.

200. At all relevant times, Russell Ballard was watching the live camera
feed in Alexis Sluder’s cell.

201.Russell Ballard became aware that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a
medical emergency while Alexis Sluder was overdosing.

202. Upon witnessing Alexis Sluder writhe in pain, cry, state that she
needed help because she had taken drugs, and other symptoms of her
medical emergency, Russell Ballard was aware that Alexis Sluder had

an objectively serious medical need.
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203. Russell Ballard acted objectively unreasonably and with deliberate

indifference towards the safety of Alexis Sluder in the following ways:

a.

Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she had taken dangerous substances;

Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous
substances;

Failing to place Alexis Sluder on any withdrawal protocol upon
learning that she had ingested dangerous substances;

Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she had
taken dangerous substances;

Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a drug overdose;

Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a medical emergency;

Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a medical emergency;

Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder

was undergoing a drug overdose;
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1.  Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a medical emergency;

j.  Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency;

k. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a drug overdose;

1. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug
overdose;

m. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was in extreme pain;

n. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was in extreme pain;

o. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a medical emergency;

p. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a drug overdose;

q. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while

physically observing her in extreme pain;
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r. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a medical
emergency;

s. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a drug
overdose;

t.  Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder in extreme pain;

u. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to provide Alexis
Sluder access to necessary medical care;

v. Failing to take any other reasonable measure upon learning that
Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous substances;

w. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed medical treatment;

x. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed heightened monitoring;

y. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug overdose;

z. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that

Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical emergency;
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aa. Failing to respond to Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency in a
timely manner; and

bb. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to ensure Alexis
Sluder’s safety.

204. As a direct and proximate result of Russell Ballard’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder did not
receive necessary medical attention.

205. As a direct and proximate result of Russell Ballard’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder
suffered a long, painful, drug overdose.

206. As a direct and proximate result of Russell Ballard’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder passed

away.

Wherefore, Plaintiffs, personally and as individual administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Sluder, seek to recover lost support and services, medical
expenses, mental pain and suffering, loss of normal life, attorneys’ fees,

punitive damages, and any other appropriate compensatory damages.
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42 U.S.C. Section 1983—Fourteenth Amendment
Plaintiffs v. David McKinney

207. Plaintiff incorporates Paragraphs 1-162 as if independently stated in
the section herein.

208. At all relevant times, including when she was booked into the RYDC
and when she began to overdose, Alexis Sluder had an objectively
serious medical need.

209. At all relevant times, Assistant Director David McKinney knew that
Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances.

210. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Assistant Director David McKinney knew that Alexis Sluder required
medical treatment.

211.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Assistant Director David McKinney knew that Alexis Sluder required
heightened levels of monitoring.

212. Assistant Director David McKinney also knew that Alexis Sluder
required heightened levels of monitoring due to her mental health
risks, which included diagnoses of serious mental illnesses and recent

suicide attempts.
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213. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances and
had serious mental health risks, Assistant Director David McKinney
knew that Alexis Sluder had an objectively serious medical need.

214.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Assistant Director David McKinney knew that Alexis Sluder was at
risk of serious harm if not appropriately monitored.

215.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Assistant Director David McKinney knew that Alexis Sluder needed to
be transported to a medical facility.

216. Assistant Director David McKinney acted objectively unreasonably and
with deliberate indifference towards the safety of Alexis Sluder in the
following ways:

a. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she had taken dangerous substances;

b. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous
substances;

c. Failing to place Alexis Sluder on any withdrawal protocol upon

learning that she had ingested dangerous substances;
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d. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she had
taken dangerous substances;

e. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a drug overdose;

f. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a medical emergency;

g. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a medical emergency;

h. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a drug overdose;

1. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a medical emergency;

j. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency;

k. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a drug overdose;

1. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug

overdose;
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m. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was in extreme pain;

n. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was in extreme pain;

o. Failing to take any other reasonable measure upon learning that
Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous substances;

p. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed medical treatment;

q. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder had been placed on heightened monitoring;

r. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug overdose;

s. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical emergency;

t. Failing to respond to Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency in a
timely manner; and

u. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to ensure Alexis

Sluder’s safety.
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217.As a direct and proximate result of Assistant Director David
McKinney’s objectively unreasonable conduct and deliberate
indifference, Alexis Sluder did not receive necessary medical attention.

218. As a direct and proximate result of Assistant Director David
McKinney’s objectively unreasonable conduct and deliberate
indifference, Alexis Sluder suffered a long, painful, drug overdose.

219. As a direct and proximate result of Assistant Director David
McKinney’s objectively unreasonable conduct and deliberate

indifference, Alexis Sluder passed away.

Wherefore, Plaintiffs, personally and as individual administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Sluder, seek to recover lost support and services, medical
expenses, mental pain and suffering, loss of normal life, attorneys’ fees,

punitive damages, and any other appropriate compensatory damages.

42 U.S.C. Section 1983—Fourteenth Amendment
Plaintiffs v. Monica Headrick

220. Plaintiff incorporates Paragraphs 1-162 as if independently stated in
the section herein.

221. At all relevant times, including when she was booked into the RYDC
and when she began to overdose, Alexis Sluder had an objectively

serious medical need.
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222. At all relevant times, Monica Headrick knew that Alexis Sluder had
taken dangerous substances.

223.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Monica Headrick knew that Alexis Sluder required medical treatment.

224.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Monica Headrick knew that Alexis Sluder required heightened levels of
monitoring.

225.Monica Headrick also knew that Alexis Sluder required heightened
levels of monitoring due to her mental health risks, which included
diagnoses of serious mental illnesses and recent suicide attempts.

226. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Monica Headrick knew that Alexis Sluder had an objectively serious
medical need.

227.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Monica Headrick knew that Alexis Sluder was at risk of serious harm if
not appropriately monitored.

228.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Monica Headrick knew that Alexis Sluder needed to be transported to a

medical facility.
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229.Monica Headrick became aware that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a
medical emergency while Alexis Sluder was overdosing.

230. Despite her knowledge that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency, Monica Headrick did nothing to help her.

231.Monica Headrick acted objectively unreasonably and with deliberate
indifference towards the safety of Alexis Sluder in the following ways:

a. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she had taken dangerous substances;

b. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous
substances;

c. Failing to place Alexis Sluder on any withdrawal protocol upon
learning that she had ingested dangerous substances;

d. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she had
taken dangerous substances;

e. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was
experiencing a drug overdose;

f. Failing to monitor Alexis Sluder despite knowledge that she was

experiencing a medical emergency;
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g. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a medical emergency;

h. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
was undergoing a drug overdose;

1. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a medical emergency;

j. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical
emergency;

k. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a drug overdose;

1. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug
overdose;

m. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was in extreme pain;

n. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was in extreme pain;

o. Failing to take any other reasonable measure upon learning that

Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous substances;
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p. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed medical treatment;

q. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder had been placed on heightened monitoring;

r. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug overdose;

s. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical emergency;

t. Failing to respond to Alexis Sluder’s medical emergency in a
timely manner; and

u. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to ensure Alexis
Sluder’s safety.

232. As a direct and proximate result of Monica Headrick’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder did not
receive necessary medical attention.

233. As a direct and proximate result of Monica Headrick’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder

suffered a long, painful, drug overdose.
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234.As a direct and proximate result of Monica Headrick’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder passed

away.

Wherefore, Plaintiffs, personally and as individual administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Sluder, seek to recover lost support and services, medical
expenses, mental pain and suffering, loss of normal life, attorneys’ fees,

punitive damages, and any other appropriate compensatory damages.

42 U.S.C. Section 1983—Fourteenth Amendment
Plaintiffs v. Sharon Ellis

235. Plaintiff incorporates Paragraphs 1-162 as if independently stated in
the section herein.

236. At all relevant times, including when she was booked into the RYDC
and when she began to overdose, Alexis Sluder had an objectively
serious medical need.

237.At all relevant times, Sergeant Sharon Ellis knew that Alexis Sluder
had taken dangerous substances.

238.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Sharon Ellis knew that Alexis Sluder required medical

treatment.
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239. Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Sharon Ellis knew that Alexis Sluder required heightened
levels of monitoring.

240. Sergeant Sharon Ellis also knew that Alexis Sluder required
heightened levels of monitoring due to her mental health risks, which
included diagnoses of serious mental illnesses and recent suicide
attempts.

241.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Sharon Ellis knew that Alexis Sluder had an objectively
serious medical need.

242.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Sharon Ellis knew that Alexis Sluder was at risk of serious
harm if not appropriately monitored.

243.Upon learning that Alexis Sluder had taken dangerous substances,
Sergeant Sharon Ellis knew that Alexis Sluder needed to be
transported to a medical facility.

244. Sergeant Sharon Ellis acted objectively unreasonably and with
deliberate indifference towards the safety of Alexis Sluder in the

following ways:
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a. Failing to transfer or transport Alexis Sluder to a medical facility
upon learning that she had taken dangerous substances;

b. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous
substances;

c. Refusing to transport Alexis Sluder to a medical facility;

d. Failing to notify medical staff upon learning that Alexis Sluder
had ingested dangerous substances;

e. Failing to write in the booking intake form that Alexis Sluder
had methamphetamine on her person;

f. Failing to take any other reasonable measure upon learning that
Alexis Sluder had ingested dangerous substances;

g. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed medical treatment;

h. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a medical emergency;

1. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a medical

emergency;
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j. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was undergoing a drug overdose;

k. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was undergoing a drug
overdose;

1. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility upon
learning that she was in extreme pain;

m. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
upon learning that Alexis Sluder was in extreme pain;

n. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a medical emergency;

o. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her undergo a drug overdose;

p. Failing to transfer Alexis Sluder to a medical facility while
physically observing her in extreme pain;

q. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a medical

emergency;
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r. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder undergo a drug
overdose;

s. Failing to contact 9-1-1 or any other emergency medical services
while physically observing Alexis Sluder in extreme pain;

t. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to provide Alexis
Sluder access to necessary medical care;

u. Failing to take any other reasonable measures upon learning that
Alexis Sluder needed heightened monitoring; and,

v. Failing to take any other reasonable measures to ensure Alexis
Sluder’s safety.

245. As a direct and proximate result of Sergeant Sharon Ellis’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder did not
receive necessary medical attention.

246.As a direct and proximate result of Sergeant Sharon Ellis’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder
suffered a long, painful, drug overdose.

247. As a direct and proximate result of Sergeant Sharon Ellis’s objectively
unreasonable conduct and deliberate indifference, Alexis Sluder passed

away.
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Wherefore, Plaintiffs, personally and as individual administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Sluder, seek to recover lost support and services, medical
expenses, mental pain and suffering, loss of normal life, attorneys’ fees,

punitive damages, and any other appropriate compensatory damages.

42 U.S.C. Section 1983—Fourteenth Amendment
Plaintiffs v. Gilmer County

248. Plaintiff incorporates Paragraphs 1-162 and 240-251 as if
independently stated in the section herein.

249. At all times relevant, Gilmer County had a policy in place that
prohibited its employees from transporting an individual who was in
the custody of another government entity, even if the subject individual
had an objectively serious medical need requiring transport.

250. Gilmer County’s policy of prohibiting officers from taking reasonable
measures to ensure the safety of detainees, arrestees, and other
individuals prioritizes arbitrary procedures regarding custody retained
by government agencies over the constitutional duty to maintain the
safety of detainees, arrestees, and other individuals.

251. Gilmer County’s policy of prohibiting officers from taking reasonable

measures to ensure the safety of detainees, arrestees, and other
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individuals, including transporting them to the hospital for a serious
medical need, is unconstitutional.

252. Gilmer County’s policy of prohibiting officers from taking reasonable
measures to ensure the safety of detainees, arrestees, and other
individuals was the moving force behind Sharon Ellis’s decision not to
transport Alexis Sluder to the hospital.

253. Gilmer County was aware that if detainees, arrestees, and other
individuals do not receive emergency medical services after ingesting
dangerous substances such as methamphetamine, they are at risk of
serious harm and death.

254.Gilmer County was aware that if detainees, arrestees, and other
individuals do not receive emergency medical services after ingesting
significant amounts of methamphetamine at once, they are at risk of
serious harm and death.

255. Gilmer County was aware that if detainees, arrestees, and other
individuals do not receive emergency medical services during a medical
emergency, they are at risk of serious harm and death.

256. Gilmer County was aware that if detainees, arrestees, and other
individuals do not receive emergency medical services during an

overdose, they are at risk of serious harm and death.
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257. Gilmer County was deliberately indifferent to the safety of detainees,
arrestees, and other individuals by implementing policies that
prevented such persons from accessing medical services during a
medical emergency.

258. Gilmer County was deliberately indifferent to the safety of detainees,
arrestees, and other individuals by implementing policies that
prevented such persons from accessing medical services when at
substantial risk of serious harm or death.

259. Gilmer County was deliberately indifferent to the safety of detainees,
arrestees, and other individuals by implementing policies that
prevented such persons from accessing medical services when suffering
a drug overdose.

260. Gilmer County’s policy of prohibiting officers from taking reasonable
measures to ensure the safety of detainees, arrestees, and other
individuals was a moving force behind the failure to transport Alexis
Sluder to any emergency medical facility upon the realization that she
had ingested dangerous substances.

261.1t was reasonably foreseeable that Gilmer County’s unconstitutional
policy would cause a detainee, arrestee, or other individual to be denied

access to medical treatment during a medical emergency.
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262.As a direct and proximate result of Gilmer County’s unconstitutional
policy, Alexis Sluder did not receive necessary medical attention.

263. As a direct and proximate result of Gilmer County’s unconstitutional
policy, Alexis Sluder suffered a long, painful, drug overdose.

264.As a direct and proximate result of Gilmer County’s unconstitutional

policy, Alexis Sluder passed away.

Wherefore, Plaintiffs, personally and as individual administrators of the
Estate of Alexis Sluder, seek to recover lost support and services, medical
expenses, mental pain and suffering, loss of normal life, attorneys’ fees,

punitive damages, and any other appropriate compensatory damages.

Jury Demand

Pursuant to Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs
Melanie Hogan Sluder and Ricky Shawn Curtis, individually and as
administrators of the estate of Alexis Marie Sluder, hereby demand a jury

trial of all issues capable of being determined by a jury.

Prayver for Relief

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs Melanie Hogan Sluder and Ricky Shawn Curtis,

individually and as administrators of the estate of Alexis Marie Sluder, pray
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for judgment against Defendants, damages, attorneys’ fees, disbursement,

and any other and further relief as this Court deems just and equitable.

/s/ Harold Boone, Jr.

One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Romanucci and Blandin, LLC

Sam Harton

(pro hac vice pending)

Bhavani Raveendran

(pro hac vice pending)

321 N. Clark St. Chicago, IL 60654
Tel: (312) 458-1000

Fax: (312) 458-1004

Email: braveendran@rblaw.net
Email: sharton@rblaw.net

Harold Boone, Jr.

The Boone Firm, P.C.

100 Hartsfield Center Parkway
Suite 100

Atlanta, GA 30354

(470) 765-6899 (phone)

(470) 745-6047 (fax)
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