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This applied to a number of the accusations against priests, thus precluding prosecution then, and 

precluding prosecution now. 

Another issue that the investigative team took into consideration was the Diocesan standard of 

"credibly accused." This standard is challenging in it is lacking a uniform application and there is no 

generally accepted definition. The result has been a discretionary application by the Church. Some 

dioceses consider credibly accused to mean an allegation could have taken place in terms of individuals 

involved, location, date, and plausibility while others find an accusation if it is more likely true than not 

true. (Keane, 2018} This broad discretion is an area in which the USCCB has sought guidance. (Keane, 

2018) Because of the fluidity of the definition of credibly accused within the Church, investigators 

reviewed each case of suspected abuse with a criminal standard, which is: a reasonable likelihood that a 

jury could return a verdict of guilt if there was sufficient admissible evidence of the criminal conduct, 

notwithstanding the statute of limitations or the death of the offender. This higher standard is that 

which prosecutors abide by when charging a criminal action. 

In reviewing cases during this investigation, great weight was placed on evidence such as the 

existence of multiple victims who were abused at different times, multiple allegations made at different 

times, the verifiable conduct of the victims after the abuse that shows a detrimental effect, verbal 

admissions by the priest, admissions in court pleadings or other writings by the priest, criminal 

prosecutions against the priest, out of state conduct by the priest that could show a common scheme, 

plan, intent, modus operandi, intended victim and outcome, treatment at the various mental health 

facilities that occurred close in time to the allegation's disclosure, and multiple assignment rotations 

after the abuse was alleged to have taken place. Williams v. State, 621 So.2d 413 (Fla. 1993). 

A 

B 

a. Alleged Priests in Florida and reason for impossibility of a criminal prosecution

Jorge Acosta (barred by statute of limitations) 

Richard Allen (deceased)

Russell Appleby (previously prosecuted; deceased; part of Missionaries of the Holy Family) 

Arnulfo Arandia (barred by statute of limitations) 

William Authenreith (barred by statute of limitations) 

Donald Baier (deceased) 

Norman Balthazar (barred by statute of limitations) 

Arthur Bendixon (barred by statute of limitations) 

Poliento Bernabe (deceased) 

Laurence Boucher (deceased) 

Richard Bowles (deceased) 
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Nicholas McLaughlin (barred by statute of limitations) 

Thomas McNamara (deceased) 

Anthony Mercieca (barred by statute of limitations) 

Gustavo Miyares (barred by statute of limitations) 

Michael Morse (barred by statute of limitations) 

Juan Pablo Nickse (deceased) 

Terrence O'Donnell (barred by statute of limitations; Salesian) 

Eamon O'Dowd (deceased) 

Juan Ramon O'Farrill (deceased) 

Thomas James Pagni, Ill (deceased) 

Anthony Parlangeli (deceased) 

Jose Palimatton (previously prosecuted} 

John Powell (barred by statute of limitations; Jesuit) 

Cristobal DeJesus Puertas (barred by statute of limitations) 

Lawrence Redmond (deceased} 

Hubert Reason (deceased) 

Michael Rhodes (barred by statute of limitations) 

Harry Ringen berger (barred by statute of limitations) 

Phillip Rigney (deceased) 

Norman Rogge (deceased; previously prosecuted; Jesuit) 

William Romero (barred by statute of limitations) 

James Russo (barred by statute of limitations) 

Oscar Salazar {barred by statute of limitations) 

Jan Sanders (barred by statute of limitations) 

Robert Schaeufele (previously prosecuted} 
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Arthur O'Leary 

Vincent Orlando 

Patrick O'Toole 

Anthony Palmese 

Austin Park 

Q/R/S/T 

Raymond Rhoden 

Robert Spangenberg 

Timothy Sperber 

Thomas Squires 

Stanley Staniszewski 

John Sutton 

U/V /W/X/V /Z 

William Wert 

William White 

John Whitely 

Thomas Zedar 

George Zirwas 

d. Concealment by the Florida Province

The investigation also investigated for potential acts of criminal concealment or other criminal 

conduct by the Church and Church personnel, including bishops and archbishops. Much like the other 

states who undertook this review, the investigation examined historical records indicating that priests 

were repeatedly relocated after allegations arose in order to protect the offender or prevent public 

knowledge of the allegation. Historically, authorities were not notified of abuse. The investigation did 

not reveal current incidents of any misconduct, but there was evidence of past instances of misconduct. 

The investigation uncovered that in response to events elsewhere in the United States some bishops in 

the Florida Province, began taking action, protecting victims, and treating allegations of sexual abuse by 

priests seriously in the mid to late 1980s. Those efforts became more uniform after the 2002 Boston 

Globe's Spotlight series, which detailed sexual abuse in the clergy. The investigation found that since 

2002 the Florida Province has taken action to deal with sexual abuse including adhering to the USCCB 

Charter. 
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Last year, Florida changed its statute of limitations (HB 199) with respect to sexual abuse. 

Florida law also has evolved with respect to how sexual abuse is defined. Both these legal hurdles 

prevented this investigation from resulting in any prosecutions. With these hurdles removed, any 

future, similar misconduct should be able to be prosecuted. 
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